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over others, If that were not so, there should be no need of education,
Those who have not themselves had any education should realize that,
if the educated prosper, the entire community stands to gain. It may
be that the educated persons do not always prove themselves worthy,
Besides, what do we mean when we speak of a "profitable arrangement" ?
What special advantage is to be had from either giving or not giving
finger-impressions? The educated persons may sign their names while
the uneducated only put a cross, What is the special advantage in
either arrangement? In fact our object should be to safeguard the'
rights of as many as possible. It is degrading to feel envious without
cause; indeed it is cowardly. Let us remember that only if there is
water in the well will there be any in the trough, and in that belief, we
should encourage education. [Instead of envying others,] we should
aspire for the same thing for ourselves, We should realize the value
of education and help it to spread.
REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF LAW
What is the really objectionable feature of the law? If someone
asked me this question, I should first say that it was a mystery which
could not be easily explained. We feel the air through its effects but
cannot see it, We smell the fragrance of flowers, but cannot see it.
Having called on someone, I can only say whether I was treated cour-
teously or discourteously, but often cannot point to anything specific
indicating either. There may be two pearls, one genuine and the other
false. Only an expert can tell between the two, and we would respect
his judgment. I think experience has made me something of an expert
about laws. When I read this outrageous law, my hair stood on end,
and I felt there was something wrong about it. The law was so drafted
as to make slaves of us. It was to be the harbinger of other disabilities
to come. If the law had come to stay, it would have ruined us every-
where. They passed the law in spite of our protest, treating the entire
community as criminally inclined. Even if we had stood to gain hundreds
of thousands of rupees by deferring to the law, it would have been
contemptible of us to have taken the money. If people outside this
country read the law, they would suppose that those who submitted
to it were slaves. The law would have made cowards of us all. It
would have put an especial affront upon our religion. It also sought
to stigmatize our children. If it had been enforced, we would have
been doomed to Locations for ever. There is no reference anywhere
in these arguments to finger-impressions. There are bound to be
some who, I know, will despair of this enigma. But having lived in
enslavement for-so many years,, we cannot recognize freedom when we
see it When, after a long period of confinement in a dark room,